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Kiwanis is a global organization of volunteers dedicated to changing the world one child and one community at a time. 
March 26, 2009 

 

Jason Hyatt Becomes Newest Member 
Upcoming Programs: 
 

March 27, 2009 ï ETSU 

School of Medicine, Dr. 

Ronald Hamby 

 

April 3, 2009 ï UT, 

Kingsport Center Higher 

Education, Gloria Gammell 

 

April 9, 2009 ï Maundy 

Thursday, Charles Maynard 

 

April 10, 2009 ï Good 

Friday, Roundtable 

 

April 17, 2009 ï Board of 

Mayor and Alderman  

Forum 

 
Jason Hyatt receives his new member information 

 from President John Crawford. ( Photograph by Louis Moore) 

______________________________________________________________ 

Recently inducted into the 

Kiwanis Club of Kingsport, 

Jason Hyatt is a member of the 

younger group of Kiwanians, 

thus helping to lower the 

average age.  A native of 

Kingsport, Jason graduated 

from Sullivan North High 

School and East Tennessee 

State University, where he 

studied Business and 

Sociology.  He is employed 

with a company based out of 

Atlanta, Sciele Pharma, as a  

Cardiology Specialty 

Salesman.  Jason and his wife 

Shannon  have   two   children,    

 

April 24, 2009 - TBA 

 

May 1, 2009 ï Board of 

Education Forum 

 

ages three and seven months.  He enjoys all organized sports, but he especially enjoys spending 

time with his boys, hiking, camping and being a referee for football.  Jason is interested in 

joining the Civic and Business Affairs Committee and Key Club Committee.  Be sure to make 

Jason feel welcome. 

 

Kiwanis Involved in Many Special Events in the Coming Weeks  
Upcoming Events: 

 
March 31, 2009 ï 6:30 p.m., 

Governorôs Dinner, Holiday 

Inn, Johnson City.  

 

April 4, 2009 ï Kiwanis One 

Day Project ï Girls Inc. 

 

April 14, 2009 ï 2:00 p.m. ï 

Grand Opening of Braille Trail, 

Darrellôs Dream Boundless 

Playground 

 

May 12, 2009 ï Prayer 

Breakfast with International 

President Don Canaday, 

Bristol. 

 
Lt. Gov. Malcolm Sprinkle and President John Crawford 

__________________________________________________ 

All members are invited to 

attend a Division dinner 

Tuesday, March 31, 2009 at 

6:30 p.m. at the Holiday Inn 

in Johnson City.  The 

speaker is Kiwanis 

Governor Jim 

Westmoreland and the cost 

is $12 per person.  Spouses 

are welcome and this will 

count as a makeup.  

Members should contact 

John Crawford with number 

attending. 

A tradition with Kiwanis 

Club  of   Kingsport    is    to    

 

May 24, 2009 ï 2:00 p.m., 

Unveiling of special 

contributors of Kingsport 

Veterans Memorial.  

host a special guest speaker for Maundy Thursday every year at Easter.  This year Harold 

Childress has arranged for much sought after storyteller and author Charles Maynard.  A 

retired Methodist minister, Maynard has appeared at the International Storytelling Festival in 

Jonesborough as well as other special events around the Southeast.  Make plans to attend the 

luncheon on Thursday, April 9, 2009. 
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Darrellôs Dream Lives On 

 
Harold Childress, Dick Blair and Barry Bailey 

 load and haul mulch to be spread. 

 
Edie Swaim and Walter Miller spread mulch. 

 
Gail Preslar works in the sand box. 

 
Dan Coughlin and his sons 

 pick up trash from the playground. 

 

On Saturday, March 7, 2009, the Kiwanis Work Day at the 

Boundless Playground found 12 hard-working Kiwanians 

and two young helpers teaming up with the Boundless 

Playground co-chairs and a Park Ranger to keep Darrellôs 

dream alive.  Co-chairs of the Playground, Mary Steadman 

and Betty DeVinney, worked with Chuck Smith, Ross 

Kingdon, Harold Childress, Edie Swaim, Gail Preslar, Bill 

Grigsby, Barry Bailey, Walter Miller, Bill Dudney, Dick 

Blair, Jim Cornell and Dan Coughlin to complete a list of 

spring cleaning chores. Dan Coughlinôs two sons joined the 

group to pick up trash that had accumulated on the 

Playground over the winter.  

 

There were some sore muscles at the end of the morning, but 

a lot was accomplished.  Three supersacks of rubber mulch 

were unloaded and spread where needed, leaves and sticks 

were raked from all the major play areas, the picnic pavilion 

was power washed, the sand play area was raked and power 

washed and a half ton of sand added to fill in holes, the rubber 

mats and walks were blown clean and Darrell himself got a 

good scrub down.  At the end of the morning, hundreds of 

kids took over the Playground as the Kiwanians left.  Darrell 

was smiling!   

Story and photographs submitted by Jim Cornell. 

 

K iwanis Members Invited to Grand Opening 
The Kiwanis Club of Kingsport will be recognized for its 

commitment to Darrellôs Dream Boundless Playground at 

the Grand Opening of the Braille Trail on Tuesday, April 14, 

2009 at 2:00 p.m.  Quite a few Kiwanis members have 

contributed to the playground since its inception.  It began 

with Jim Dickert in 2006 when he was the Chair of the 

Major Emphasis Committee.  He recommended the $10,000  

gift that memorializes Darrell Rice, the namesake of the 

playground.  Lynne Doane made architectural suggestions 

for the memorial built by General Shale.  Many other 

Kiwanis members just like the ones mentioned in the 

preceding article have put a lot of sweat equity into the 

playground.  Jim Cornell has championed the cause by 

organizing and participating in all the workdays.  
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Board of Directors Votes to Support Kiwanis One Day Project at Girls Inc. 
By Jim Cornell 

 
At its March 10 meeting, the Board of Directors voted 

unanimously to support a recommendation from the Boys & 

Girls Committee that the Kiwanis Club of Kingsport  

participate in the Kiwanis International One Day program on 

Saturday, April 4, 2009, by completing a project at Girls Inc.  

 

  The Boys and Girls Committee recently held their 

committee meeting at Girls Inc. and toured the building and 

grounds to see where a project could make a difference.  The 

committee recently announced a gift of $1,000 to replace one 

of the inoperable HVAC wall units, but they also wanted to 

do something a little more hands on.    They selected two 

projects that will brighten the lives of the young girls that are 

served by Girls Inc.  The first one is to make the playground 

a little safer by replacing the wood mulch.  The other is to 

paint the lobby, hallways and one meeting room.  See the 

before photographs below and stay tuned to The Key for the 

after photographs when the projects are completed. 

 

Domtar has agreed to provide the wood mulch for the 

playground project.  The teams working on this project will 

be hauling the mulch to the playground and raking it out. 

This team will need gloves, hard rakes, spade forks or 

shovels and wheelbarrows.  The second team, led by master 

painter Wayne Case, will paint the lobby, hallways and 

meeting room.  They will need rags, drop cloths, blue tape, 

favorite paint brushes for trim and cutting in and rollers, trays 

and step ladders.  Girls Inc. will provide the paint. 

 

Several volunteers are needed on Saturday, April 4th to 

accomplish both of these important tasks.  Project  Chair  Bill  

 

Sade asked that  club  members  be generous  with  their 

time and  talent.   Sign up sheets will be on the tables at the  

Friday meetings or one may visit the Kiwanis web-site at 

www.kingsportkiwanis.org or call Bill Sade at 323-7899 or 

Dennis Davis at 477-0650 to sign up. 

 
Hundreds of Kiwanis Clubs around the world will complete 

projects in their communities on April 4th, making a huge 

impact on the quality of life in America and around the 

world. 
 

Saturday, April 4, 2009, marks the third observance of 

Kiwanis One Day, a day when Kiwanis and its family of 

clubsðKiwanis Junior, Circle K International, Key Club 

International, Aktion Club, Builders Club and Kiwanis 

Kidsðjoin forces with their communities for a day of 

hands-on service.  Much service is provided and great work 

gets done on this day, work that increases Kiwanisô presence 

in the community and builds awareness about the value of 

service. 

  

More than 600 Kiwanis-family clubs participated in the 

inaugural Kiwanis One Day, and hundreds more stepped up 

last year for the second celebration of Kiwanis One Day. 

This year, more clubs are joining in to help set the standard.   

  

Planned projects run the gamut from beach cleanups and 

streetscape cleaning to playground building to read-a-thons 

to pet days at senior centers to packing meals for children 

and families in need.  No project is too large or too small to 

make a difference in a childôs or communityôs life during 

Kiwanis One Day. 

 
Photographs by Bill Sade. 

 

 

International Convention Comes to Nashville 
The 94

th
 Annual Kiwanis International Convention will be 

held in Nashville, Tennessee this year from June 25
th
 to 

June 28
th
.   Kiwanis International President Don Canaday 

encourages club members to attend:  ñFor three days, you 

will have the chance to make new friends, elect new 

officers, update the bylaws to keep Kiwanis current, and  

sharpen your service skills in workshops, forums, and 

business sessions.  Oh, and you will have some fun, too.ò   

ñI expect you will be asked to provide some service, too, as 

we want to make sure we fulfill the Kiwanis promise of 

making a difference, of leaving the city a better place for 

Kiwanis being there.  You will have a chance to make a 

change in a childôs life while you are in Nashville and to make 

a lasting impact on the community and upon how it sees the 

Kiwanis organization.ò  Log on to www.kiwanisone.org to 

register or call 1-800-KIWANIS for more information. 

http://www.kingsportkiwanis.org/
http://www.kiwanisone.org/
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Kiwanis Helps First Book and YMCA 

 
Allee Hopkins accepts check for First Book �±  

Greater Kingsport  from Helen Whittaker 

 
Helen Whittaker presents a check 

 to Rhonda Helton and Brenda Blackwell.  

By Jim Cornell and Ann Rhem  

                                   

Helen Whittaker, Chair of the Major Emphasis 

Committee, presented a check for $2,500 to Allee 

Hopkins with First Book - Greater Kingsport at the 

February 27
th
 meeting.  Helen told The Key that ñFirst 

Book has a number of new opportunities to grant books 

to elementary schools in Sullivan County, especially in 

the east end and possibly in Scott County, VA. With 

current funding, they have to limit the number of 

schools with which they work, because they simply 

don't have enough money to go around.  It is hoped that 

our gift will enable First Book to serve more children 

who need encouragement with their reading skills.ò 

 

In accepting the check, Allee Hopkins responded, ñI 

am pleased  to  accept  this  donation on behalf of  First  

Book-Greater Kingsport's Advisory Board.  Kiwanis has been our 

partner since our formation.  We appreciate your continued 

support over the years and especially the doubling of your 

commitment during these uncertain economic times.  On a 

personal note, let me commend you for your work at Roosevelt 

and Kennedy.  I participated as a Roosevelt Reader on a team with 

Pete and Joyce Morrisett and found it a very rewarding 

experience. Thanks again for your gift today." 

 

The Major Emphasis Committee also presented check for $1,000 

on March 13, 2009 to the YMCA for their after school programs.  

Rhonda Helton thanked the club.  The money will be used to 

purchase age-appropriate equipment for the physical activity 

sessions conducted after school at fourteen schools in Kingsport 

City and in Sullivan and Hawkins Counties.  The program serves 

318 children in twelve elementary schools and two middle 

schools.     

 

 

More Committees Make Check Presentations  

 
Dennis Davis, Chair of Boys and Girls Committee, presents 

Julie Short, Executive Director of Girls Inc., with a check for 

$1,000 to replace the HVAC system in a tutoring classroom.  

 
Tim Miller presents Nada Weekly, Executive Director of the 

Literacy Council, with  a check for $600 to purchase an 

LCD projector to aid them in training their volunteers. 

 

 


